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work Many flocks also of pretty little birds, with their cheeiful notes, added not a little to my delight In short, in hie, I ne\ er knew or found thi ee of my senses at once so exquisitely gratified
Not far Som this, Saint Vincent, the patron, as I said before, of this city, has a chapel dedicated to him Once a year they do him honour in a sumptuous procession. Then are their streets all strewed with flowers, and their houses set off with their richest tapestries , every one strives to excel his neighbour m distinguishing himself by the honour he pays to that saint, and he is the best catholic, as well as the best cituen, in the eye of the religious, who most exerts himself on this occasion
The procesbion begins with a cavalcade of all the fnars of all the convents in and about the city These walk two and two with folded arms, and eyes cast down to the veiy ground, and with the greatest outward appearance of humility imaginable , nor, though the temptation from the fine women that filled their windows, or the rich tapestries that adorned the balconies, might be allowed sufficient to attract, could I obseive that any one of them all ever moved them upwards
After the fnars is borne, upon the shoulders of twenty fmen at least, an image of that saint, of solid silver, lai ge as the life , it is placed in a great chair, of silver likewise , the staves that bear him up, and upon which they bear him, being of the same metal The whole is a most costly and cunous piece ot workmanship, such as my eyes never before or since beheld.
The magistiates follow the image and its supporter, dressed in their richest apparel, which is always on this day, and on this occasion, paiticularly sumptuous and distinguishing. Thus is the image, in the greatest splendour, borne and accompanied round that fine city , and at last conveyed to the place from whence it came, and so concludes that annual ceremony
The Yalencians, as to the exteriors of religion, are the most devout of any in Spain, though in common life you find them amorous, gallant, and gay, like other people, yet, on solemn occasions, there shines outright such a spirit, as proves them the very bigots of bigotry, as a pi oof oi which asseition, I